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cost, distributing very liberal dahshina or cash presents
among the Brahmans who attended the ceremony; v;Kile
in 1896 he arranged for the perfoinmnee on a mn^nifitvu^
scale of the Sahasra ChantU Y&jni* on the hk;hujt ;vak
of Lhe Aravalli hills, whore theie is ti famous shrine of the
moLber-soddess Ambika. His belie;' in the various unities
of the Vedas and Puuinns was sincere, and throughout his
lile Ivj took paiticular pleasure in hearing stories and legends
from Hindu mvth and epic. Coupled with his devotion
to the gods and goddesses ot Hinduism was a very lender
regard for animal life, and the slaughter of animals was
rigidly proscribed in the vat ions sacrifices \vhien he performed.
The vsi^ht of the blood of a goat streaming upon the altar
of a goddess moved him on one occasion so deeply that he
made a personal appeal to the Rana, within \\hose territory
the* shiine lay, to abolish the custom of sacrificing live
animals. On the occasion of a solar or lunar eclipse,
when according to Hindu ideas cveiy worthy action is
rendered a thousand times moie irieritouotis and more
pleasing to the gods, Ranchh^cllal would visit with his
family the most sacred places in India, vSiich as Benares,
Harclwar and Prayaa (Allahabad) and 11 lore distribute
large sums in charity. On one occasion his Indian bio-
grapher spent a few days with him, at the lime of au eclipse,
in Chandod Karnali on the banks of the sacred river Naibada>
otherwise known as the Rewa, which rises on the summit
of the Amarkantak plateau in Central India and enters the
sea below Broach in the Bombay Presidency, " We all
went to the river bank/' writes his biographer, " where we
counted our beads until the eclipse was over. It was a
touching sight to sec the old gentleman, clad only in his
bright yellow silken wrap, seated with his right arm across
his breast on a pile of darbha grass and muttering the mantms
(sacred formulae) with deep faith and mental concentration.
His features bore the impress of serenity and he looked
Eke one of the Oriental sa^es or Riskis of old time meditating
on the glory of the Supreme Being/*